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WELCOME
Dr Annemarie Bennett, Chair of PECNET

FROM BURDEN TO BENEFIT: RE-CONCEPTUALISING
CLINICAL PLACEMENTS THROUGH A PARTNERSHIP LENS

Professor Gillian Nisbet, Director of Partnerships and Placements
The University of Sydney

STUDENT TALK: SUPPORTING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY IN CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Sophie Crosbie, 4th Year physiotherapy student on placement
University of Limerick

LESSONS LEARNT: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE OF
SIMULATION IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR PLACEMENT

Freda Neill, Clinical Skills Manager and Simulation Lead
School of Nursing and Midwifery, Trinity College

BREAK

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE PROFESSIONS OFFICE UPDATE

Sinead Fitzpatrick, Development Manager

RAPID-FIRE RESEARCH ROUND

Range of speakers

CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL WORK ISSUES IN PRACTICE
LEARNING TODAY

Paula Slavin, Placement Allocations Manager
University College Dublin
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https://nursingandmidwifery.fra1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0cxymfhqdZpx04S
https://nursingandmidwifery.fra1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_29S6wpBXqVzoG0K

SPEAKERS

153 JUN 2024

PROFESSOR GILLIAN NISBET

Gillian Nisbet is Director of Partnerships and
Placements within the School of Health
Sciences at the University of Sydney.

Her background working as a dietitian for 15
years fuelled her passion for improving allied
health students’ learning in the workplace.

Now working in academia, Gillian’s research
explores approaches to effectively integrating
students into healthcare services to positively
contribute to service delivery, patient
outcomes, and student learning.

SOPHIE CROSBIE

Sophie Crosbie is a 4th year BSc Physiotherapy
student in University of Limerick. She has
completed placements in the Mercy University
Hospital Cork, Carrigaline Primary Care Centre,
and the Children’s Disability Network Team in
Midleton in Cork.

She is currently completing her final placement
in the Mercy Hospital, working on ICU, medical,
and surgical wards in respiratory physio. She
finds the acute hospital environment
interesting and hopes to work in this setting
after graduation.
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FREDA NEILL

Freda Neill is the Clinical Skills Manager in the
School of Nursing and Midwifery in the
University of Dublin, Trinity College.

Freda leads the clinical skills teaching team,
implementing strategies to develop the clinical
teaching components of the undergraduate and
postgraduate nursing curricula.

She also leads the management of the Trinity
Simulation Suite, which combines theory with
the latest innovations in clinical training and
practice for all healthcare professionals.

SINEAD FITZPATRICK

Sinéad Fitzpatrick is a Development Manager in
the National HSCP Office. Her responsibilities
include practice education and advanced
practice. Her experience in national strategic
roles have given her insight into the
opportunities and challenges for HSCP, and she
is currently building capacity for HSCP practice
placements to support growth in the workforce.

Sinéad has also led the development of the
HSCP Advanced Practice Framework and she
continues to engage with key stakeholders to
progress to implementation.
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PAULA SLAVIN

Paula is a qualified social worker with over 25
years’ experience. She currently works with the
Professional Masters in Social Work Programme
at UCD. Her role as Practice Learning
Coordinator involves developing networks with
social work colleagues in practice and
coordinating placement opportunities for over
100 students annually.

Paula also works with practice education
colleagues from the other Schools of Social
Work in Ireland, collaborating on social work
practice, education, research, and training.
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Abstracts are invited for poster or oral
presentation. Closing date for abstracts is
Fri 03 May.
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